
                                                                

It’s summer time! 
We know people will be traveling 
and we pray for safe travels, but 
if you happen to be in town come 

join us in worship on  
Sundays! We would love to see 

you all there!! With St. Luke UMC 

Bring your cars, bring your 
candy, and bring your dogs! 

Come join us in the Jade 
street parking lot for the  

annual Trunk or Treat and 
Blessing of the Animals!  

Monday, Oct 31st 
Blessing of the Animals 

5:00— 5:30/6:00 
Trunk or Treat 
5:30/6:00-7:00 

P.S. There will be a  
costume competition for 

your animals.  
Get creative! 
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The Pastor’s Pen  
Hello Church! 
I am praying for you all and ask for your prayers as well! I will focus this month on two main areas, disaffiliation 
discernment and church finances.  
Disaffiliation 
Yes, our church council decided to enter a period of discernment regarding disaffiliation on 8/16. BUT, no decision 
about ongoing affiliation has been made. If we vote, it will likely happen in February. The reasons for entering dis-
cernment at this time are complicated and have to do with timing of legislation, etc. You can find more detail than 
ever on my resource list mentioned below.  
First Church is also in a period of consideration about whether or not to enter discernment in the coming days. 
You can see Rev. Scott Bradford’s presentation recently via the resource list. The Sierra Vista council has decid-
ed to stay UMC at least until they see what happens at General Conference in 2024. You can find their statement 
on their website or Facebook page.  
As you likely know, many churches to our North and West have already disaffiliated or are seriously considering 
doing so soon. Most of those churches have joined the Global Methodist Church. 
We will be having an open Q&A/Discussion, with just us, after our potluck breakfast, and before combined wor-
ship on October 9. I don’t plan on leading any presentation that day, the discussion will be guided by you all. So, 
the morning will look like this: 

9am – Breakfast potluck and fellowship 
10am(ish) – Disaffiliation Q&A, open discussion 
11am – Combined worship 

Our District Superintendent (Rev. Dr. Ricky Sanderford) will also be with us for listening sessions as follows: 
At a date to be determined between now and December (I’m waiting on Ricky to get back to me on his sched-

ule) 
December 7 @ approx. 7pm, after our charge conference 
At a date to be determined, likely in February (which would likely also be a church conference and vote) 

Also, our bishop (Robert Schnase) will be at First Church here in San Angelo October 11th @ 6:30pm. You can 
find more information on his visit(s) on www.riotexas.org 
Finally, I’ve digitized my resource list, which is a living document. Following this link will lead to my blog post, 
which contains multiple links from all sides of disaffiliation. That way you don’t have to type much! You can find 
my blog, and the resource list, at: www.bigskypreach.com 
As I’ve said, this is no fun. I never wanted or wished for all of this…but I feel the time is now to confront it. My door 

is open and my phone is charged (usually, � ).  
Church Finances 
Thank you all for your tremendous faithfulness during these days! Without you, we’d be in a much bigger mess. 
Our finances are struggling this year. We have analyzed our reduced income, and it largely has to do with some 
givers joining the church triumphant, some moving, and others needing to reduce their tithe due to a change in 
situations. 
We’ve hit a sort of perfect storm with increasing expenses and reduced giving. Some of the facts/factors include: 

Our mandatory property insurance (a HUGE grievance with me about our conference, the UMC) is up consid-
erably and will almost certainly raise significantly again next year. As I’ve shouted from the rooftops, we 
pay nearly $50K (K means thousand, FYI) annually for premiums on property insurance that we functional-
ly cannot use. Example #1, we are STILL fighting with Church Mutual about the skylight damaged over 2 
years ago! 

We’ve also made some infrastructure investments (phones, etc) that will save us money in the long run but 
had significant cash expenses up front. All said, our building and maintenance expenses are up about 
$14K year to date over last year  

Other expenses have increased alongside inflation as well. Our utilities, supplies, etc. are up just as they are, 
I’m sure, as you shop for yourselves. These other expenses have increased somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of $5K. Staff support is also up about another $3K 

Just the increases mentioned above total around $22K. We’ve had to use about $25K in reserves to pay our 
bills so far this year. We have only made one apportionment payment and still owe nearly $30K if we are 
to pay them in full. 

Our giving is down just above $20K as compared to this time last year. 
We have been blessed by government grants benefiting our preschool, which have allowed us to do some updat-
ing we couldn’t otherwise do. I should also mention that we received several large donations last year that were 
singular in nature and likely won’t repeat, which skews last year a bit as well. Obviously, we’ll make updates to 
next year’s budget (which will be set this fall) to try and get back even…this has all just happened a bit faster than 
we anticipated. We also hope to sell the annex sometime this fall for something above $200K. 
 

http://www.riotexas.org
http://www.bigskypreach.com
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Apportionments Update:  

Apportionments for 2022: 

 $31,495 

Balance due: $28,345.50 

 
 

Dollars for Mission 

Dollars for Mission for  
October are for the upcoming 

Wednesday nights. 

 

 

Upcoming Events & Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Directions: 
1. Visit www.smile.amazon.com 
2. Log into your Amazon account 

3. Type in "St. Luke Methodist Church" 
in the    

    "Charity Search" box. 
4. Click on "St. Luke Methodist Church" 

in  
    San Angelo, TX 
5. Start Shopping!  

 
You have to log on through 

www.smile.amazon.com each time you 
shop for the money to be donated. If 
you have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to ask! 

Arbor Terrace  
Bingo Prizes 

We are collecting bingo prizes for the  
residents of Arbor Terrace.  

We are wanting things such as  
toiletries, games, little snacks, etc.  

Contact church office with any  
questions.  

I have personally made some changes that will help. For 2022, I changed our family to a different health plan that 
saved the church some money. Also, just recently, I switched all three of us to Melanie’s federal insurance…which 
should save the church somewhere around $15k per year. But that is just taking effect late this fall. The church still 
has to pay the mandated $900 per month to “insure” me, even though I’m no longer insured through the UMC (cue 
another grievance!). We have no choice on that. 
Also, with Melanie’s new job and more regular income, our tithing (we give at least 10% and, actually, a little more) 
has increased some…but obviously not enough to overcome the deficit.  
We haven’t had a capital campaign in quite some time, nor do I desire to…We’re simply letting you know that any 
additional giving will be tremendously beneficial. If you want to put something humorous in the memo line, please 

do! I may put “UMC grievance giving” on our extra gift, � . Please pray for our leadership as we adjust to these chal-
lenging times! 
Certainly, again, my door is open. If you have any questions about our finances, my door is open and our phones 
are working (can I get an amen!). 
Love to you all! 
It’s a blessing to be your pastor!    Pastor Jim 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smile.amazon.com%2F&h=6AQGLKatsAQGYm2GsM3IkY0BK-HbUdV4aqrno_wR8X-l2rQ&enc=AZPGRwt7eM5whMOKoupCXyQFvtrGkuUQO2i8Kvd04_t3loKWEKxQzNoMcTUcRvOD6Vdo3-zaH4ReHOlsifafCBPPysXu-INjCpRxOgPvywIJf-9BCZvweml4eAfAD--k7cD_R1ssqI
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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Youth Newsletter October 2022 

 

Hi everyone. I am wishing you 
all a happy fall and hope that 
each of you are doing well. I did 
not want to burden John with 
writing this lovely article so I will 
be doing it myself this month.  

The youth kids have been in 
school for a little over a month 
at this point and should be hope-
fully getting into a groove. With 
that being said, I want to urge 
the kids to start coming back to 
the church services as much as 
they can. There has been almost 
an empty feeling inside the 
church where they all used to 
come a sit and worship.  

I feel as though I speak for eve-
ryone when I say that the youth 
group is the heart of our church. 
They are the future and we look 
to them to see what we will be-
come. And with all of the crazi-
ness happening in the world to-
day, it is awesome to know that 
our future is in some amazing 
hands.  

These kids are amazing. I am 
grateful that I was able to be a 
part of such a wonderful ministry 

and that ministry would not be 
possible without the one and on-
ly John Groth.  

He is the foundation that brings 
all of those kids together. He is 
the shoulder that they cry on 
when they have a broken heart 
(speaking from experience), he 
is the person they call when any-
thing interesting happens in their 
life no matter how big or small. 
He is their friend, mentor, and 
the person they look up to for 
advice when things get tough. 

He has been through so much 
throughout his life, and remains 
positive despite it all. I know 
that he is an inspiration for these 
kids constantly. He loves them 
with his whole being and would 
not trade his job for anything in 
the world. 

I know that all of those kids are 
so thankful to have him. I know I 
am. But to end this article I want 
to say that no matter what life 
throws you, I encourage each 
and every one of you to take it in 
the way that John does.  

 

 

Blessings,  

Lauryn Pitcock 
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 Christian 
Child 
Development 
Center 

October 5th - Skeete Cafe 

October 7th and 10th - NO SCHOOL! 

October 14th - Parent Share (more details 
to follow) 

October 21st - Fall pictures  

October 28th - Trunk or Treat (see below 
for sign-ups!) 

October 31st - Vision screening for 4s and 
up 

We would love to have the congregation 
join our trunk or treat and get to know our 
kids attending St. Luke preschool.  

It's time to start thinking about Trunk or 
Treat! If you would like to sign up to dec-
orate a trunk and distribute candy, sign up 
below! We will collect candy in the weeks 
leading up to the event, so no need to 
bring more treats the day of.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E44AFA628AAF8C70-stluke  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44afa628aaf8c70-stluke
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44afa628aaf8c70-stluke
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Mission / Outreach 

PROJECT DIGNIDAD  NEEDS: 
  

Canned Meat • Canned Vegetables  

Canned Fruit • Canned Soups  

Spaghetti Sauce • Peanut Butter • Vermicelli 
Pasta • Oatmeal • Pinto Beans • Rice  

Please drop your items in the box in the Narthex. 

Would you like  
to help serve  

a warm meal??   
 

 

We need you on any one of the  

following days: 

Monday, Oct 17 @9:30 am  

Monday, Nov 21 @9:30 am 

Monday, Dec 19 @9:30 am 
 

Call Cathy Talley for more information  
@ 944-7787 

 

St. Luke Soupers could use your help  
preparing the casseroles that are served  

at the Soup Kitchen. 
They meet on the Sunday preceding  
the serving date above at 2:45 in the  

Fellowship Hall Kitchen.  

Covid-19 

Family of Marty Wright 

Sabre Abbott 

Hensley Bannert 

Leah Barton 

Bob Becker 

Judy Burris 

Clem Camerillo 

Annabelle Crowson 

Precilla Davis 

Gavin Edson 

Jody & Bonnie Emory 

Richard Fernandez 

Mallory Fisher 

Rosanne Girton 

John Graham 

John Groth 

Geri Gatlin 

Ed & Bobbie Jo Halfast 

Jackson Irving 

Mark Kohutek 

Rowena Nickson 

Jane Noble 

James & Jackie -Oates 

Sherri Phillips 

Bessie Ramirez 

Dottie Ramirez 

Rose Rios 

Steve Rives 

Lindsey Sawyer 

Mark Smith 

Ed Thurston 

Ronnie Turner 

Sherri Walker 

David Wilkerson 

Judy Wilkerson 

Steve Whyculsky 

Charlotte 

Eloise 

Grey 

Christy Barrage's Par-

ents 

Wesley Soup  

Kitchen 

RAIN 

Iran 

Hurricane Ian 

Schools 

Prayer Concerns  

 

Service Opportunities & Outreach Needs 

We are collecting plastic bags 

for  the Wesley Soup Kitchen. 

They package the meals they 

distribute in them. You can 

drop them off in the Narthex 

or Church office. Please make 

sure they are clean and not 

ripped. Thank You!! 
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September Birthday's  

 

Finance Information 

 

 

Important Dates  

10/1  Colby Grace 
10/4  Lauren Batt 
       Mike Freeman 
       Creed Thompson 
10/6   Dallas Franke 
        Taylor Franke 
        Laura Rogge 
10/8   Sabre Abbott 
10/9   Doyle Miller 
10/10 Randy Awalt 
       James Gibson 
       Sondra Piel 
10/11 Joel Havlak 
       Dakota Turner 
10/13  Becky Robles 
10/14 Carolyn Haynes 
        Jim Holland 
10/17 Marsha Taylor 
10/18 Michelle Oswald 
        Ryder Rogers 
10/19 Fischer Russwurm 
       Ron Taylor 
10/21 Anissa McLaughlin 
        Zachary Watkins 
10/22 Bryan  McCollum 
10/26  Jack  McLaughlin 
10/27 Johnny Oswald 
10/28 Karl Havlak 
10/29 Ann Harris 
10/30 Tinley Burrage 
10/30 Helen Keith McShan 

10/9—Churchwide Potluck Breakfast 

@9:00 followed by Q&A @10:00  

followed by service @11:00 

10/11– Bishop @ First Church 

@6:30pm 

10/13-10/16—Women’s Emmaus Walk 

10/27-10/30– Kairos Robertson  

10/31—Truck or Treat and Blessing of 

the Animals @5:00 

INCOME: 

Pledged Giving                              165,298.61 

Unpledged Giving                              43,175.49 

Miscellaneous Giving                     27,996.99 

Total Income                            236,471.09 

  

EXPENSES: 

Administrative Expenses                  5,429.79 

Building and Grounds                       86,003.61 

Staff Salaries & Compensation         126,323.13 

Programs                                         4,928.77 

Apportionments, Outreach, etc.            13,344.94 

Total Expenses                           236,030.24  

            

 

*Please read the Pastor’s Pen to get a better  

understanding of where we are financially.*
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St. Luke United Methodist Church 
2781 West Avenue N 
San Angelo, Texas  76904 

 

Senior Pastor, Jim Noble 
 

Office Manager, Lauryn Pitcock 
 

Youth Ministries, John Groth 
 

Chancel Choir Director, David Engleman 
 

Accompanist, Kathy Ward 
 

Nursery Director, Katina Emert 
 

CCDC Director, Michelle Lopez 
 

 
 

Church Office 325.949.1545 
Website: www.stluke-sanangelo.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Information for the upcoming October 
newsletter is due in the church office  

By October 25th. 

Church Staff 

Church Office Information 

Newsletter Information 


