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The Pastor’s Pen  
November 17, 2022 
Hello Church! 
As I write this, Thanksgiving is almost here! When you’re reading this, it’s likely already behind us! 
Christmas is approaching quickly. I’ll be starting a sermon series for Advent / Christmas titled “Roots.” 
Every person has roots. We call our roots our family line, and/or our family homeland, and/or our herit-
age or family story. We all come from someone, somewhere, and something. So did Jesus! 
Isaiah 11:1-3 – A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The 
Spirit of the Lord will rest on him  -  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord  -  and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
Jesus had a family story, and Advent is the perfect time to explore it.  
It’s also a great time to explore, or remember, our own roots. Our Advent schedule (as it stands) will look 
like this: 
Sunday November 27th – 5pm – Skeete Hall. Viewing of The Chosen Season 2, Episode 1 and 
discussion. Bring yourselves and, if you feel led, a light snack to share (but this is NOT required). 
 
Sunday December 4th – 4pm – Cinemark Tinseltown. “I Heard the Bells” movie based on the true 
story behind the hymn. I have 26 tickets available at $13 each. First come, first served. https://
www.iheardthebellsmovie.com/ 
 
Sunday December 11th – 5pm – Skeete Hall. Viewing of The Chosen Season 2, Episode 3 and 
discussion. Bring yourselves and, if you feel led, a light snack to share (but this is NOT required). 
 
Sunday December 18th – I’m out of town, so NOTHING UNLESS I can find a substitute to run things…
stay tuned. Rev. Dr. David Edwards will preside in worship. 
 
Wednesday December 21st – 6pm – Skeete – 2nd Annual White Elephant Gift Exchange! Bring a 
snack or side to share and a gift, not to exceed $15 (adjusted for inflation.  ) Get as creative, serious, or 
silly as you like. Please arrive no later than 6:15pm (or let me know if coming later) so we can properly 
assign drawing numbers. 
 
Saturday December 24th – Joint Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship @ 5:30pm. Be advised, we may 
go long (~1:30?) so we can sing more. 
 
Sunday December 25th – NO MORNING WORSHIP. However, anyone who wants to  
(NOT REQUIRED) can gather at 5pm in Skeete for a showing of the Christmas Chosen episode and 
discussion / storytelling with one another. Again, you can bring leftovers or light snacks to share. 
 
Sunday January 1st – Fellowship Breakfast @ 9am with COMBINED worship at 10am. 
 
Sunday January 8th – 5pm – Skeete…Restart Chosen Series with Season 2, Episode 4 
 
There may be some other events pop up as well. Stay tuned! 
Finally, I have a challenge. Think about your own roots. Pray about how you might record them. And, if 
you’re willing, share them with me. You could email them, write them, or put them in Braille (though I’ll 
need a translator.) They could be long or short…In particular, I’m interested in the roots of your faith and 
some stories about you and your families of origin and of adulthood. If you’re interested, please get 
these to me by the end of the day December 19th and I’ll figure out a way to share them more widely. 
Finally, don’t miss the disaffiliation listening session after the charge conference on December 7th. The 
charge conference begins at 6:30pm so I’d imagine the listening session will begin around 7pm. We’ll be 
in the sanctuary and The Rev. Dr. Ricky Sanderford, our District Superintendent, will be with us. 
It’s a blessing to be your pastor! 
 
Pastor Jim 

https://www.iheardthebellsmovie.com/
https://www.iheardthebellsmovie.com/
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Apportionments Update:  

Apportionments for 2022: 

 $31,495 

Balance due: $28,345.50 

 

 

Dollars for Mission 

Dollars for Mission for  
December are St. Luke  

Soupers. 
January is TBD.  

 

 

Upcoming Events & Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Directions: 
1. Visit www.smile.amazon.com 
2. Log into your Amazon account 

3. Type in "St. Luke Methodist Church" 
in the    

    "Charity Search" box. 
4. Click on "St. Luke Methodist Church" 

in  
    San Angelo, TX 
5. Start Shopping!  

 
You have to log on through 

www.smile.amazon.com each time you 
shop for the money to be donated. If 
you have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to ask! 

Arbor Terrace  
Bingo Prizes 

We are collecting bingo prizes for the  
residents of Arbor Terrace.  

We are wanting things such as  
toiletries, games, little snacks, etc.  

Contact church office with any  
questions.  

Memorials  

 
In Memory of  

Jackie Shannon 
Given by: 

David and Judy Loyd 
 

In Memory of  
Fred Wright 

Given by:  
Ricky and Vickie 

Wright 
 

 
In Memory of 

Dottie Ramirez 
Given by:  

James and Ladonna 
Gibson 

 
In Memory of 

Dottie Ramirez 
Given By:  

Gayle Hovorak 
 

 
In Memory of  

Jackie Shannon 
Given by: 

Samuel and Joy Allen 
 

In Memory of 
Dottie Ramirez 

Given by:  
Ella Snook 

 
 

 
 
 

In Memory of 
Dottie Ramirez 

Given by:  
Beverly Fairbank 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smile.amazon.com%2F&h=6AQGLKatsAQGYm2GsM3IkY0BK-HbUdV4aqrno_wR8X-l2rQ&enc=AZPGRwt7eM5whMOKoupCXyQFvtrGkuUQO2i8Kvd04_t3loKWEKxQzNoMcTUcRvOD6Vdo3-zaH4ReHOlsifafCBPPysXu-INjCpRxOgPvywIJf-9BCZvweml4eAfAD--k7cD_R1ssqI
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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Hello everybody! Happy Holidays!  

It’s been quite a year for all of us. I can 
honestly say that I am not terribly disap-
pointed that this year is almost in the rear-
view mirror. For me personally I never saw 
most of this coming. When the diagnosis 
was made I didn’t realize what all would go 
down. I think we all at some point think to 
ourselves “how would I react if I heard the 
‘C’ word”. For me it was not something I 
had never thought about but what I didn’t 
expect was stepping on board the runaway 
train that takes control of your life for a 
while. It’s all important and the right stuff 
going on. Radiation, chemotherapy and all 
that goes along with that. Constant labs and 
doctor appointments. All the while trying to 
digest the news. It’s almost better that you 
stay so busy so you don’t have a lot of time 
to dwell on it. Of course the 3 hospital stays 
didn’t help much. That’s a whole lot of time 
just sitting and waiting. But I have learned 
some much more important truths through 
all of this. 

First I have learned that my family and es-
pecially Ellen are the true bomb. They have 
taken such incredible care of me. Ellen has 
been such an incredible advocate for me 
with the whole medical system. She has ac-
complished things that I never could have 
done. She has a hotline to all the nurses in-
volved and gets our questions answered as 
well as most of our requests tended to. Matt 
has been there to keep me company and 
take care of anything I need. He has been a 
great confidant and sounding board for me 
all this year. I am so grateful for him. Bran-
di is my medical answer person. I ask her 
all the questions I can’t ask a doctor as they 
are not sitting next to me. Both Brandi and 
Matt had all night hospital stays with me 
when I was a little freaked out and I was so 
grateful for that. And an honorable mention 
goes out to Nurse Gertie who has been at 
my side every day no matter what’s going 

on. I know what an emotional support ani-
mal is now. There’s a lot of power in that.  
So thanks to the family!! I love you guys! 

Secondly I learned what an amazing group 
of people are in my life. I have reconnected 
to friends I haven’t spoken to in years as 
news got out and they started reaching out 
to me. It’s been an amazing and unex-
pected blessing. A huge part of this is the 
people of St. Luke. The support and con-
stant well wishes and prayers have been at 
times almost more than one can take. It is 
overwhelming. It seems that every time I 
would get down here would come a card or 
a phone call or message from some mem-
ber of St. Luke. It truly reestablishes my 
understanding of what God’s family is all 
about. There are so many people that have 
reached out I can’t even count anymore. So 
thank you St. Luke for showing me God’s 
face and His love in the times that I really 
needed it. We should all experience this 
kind of love. 

Lastly, God has shown Himself to me in 
ways I never thought possible. I can’t say I 
was never frustrated in the worst of it all 
but I also know that God can handle my 
frustrations in stride and in some way turn 
it back on me to learn a lesson and feel bet-
ter in the long run. I have never felt I was 
alone or distanced from God through this 
whole process. I think at times I have even 
felt closer to Him than ever before. No mat-
ter how this all turns out I know ultimately 
where I as well as all of us are going from 
here and the complete confidence I have in 
that fact is the knowledge that carries me 
through all of this. 

Thank you St. Luke for this last year and 
the years to follow. Here is to a better 
2023. 

John 
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 Christian 
Child 
Development 
Center 

 

 

 

Events for this December & January:                                                                              

2nd- Christmas Caroling @ Christian Village 

8th-Christmas Breakfast and fun! 

14th-4’s, High 5’s & Kinder Christmas Program 
5:30 pm (sanctuary) 

14th – 2’s,3’ Christmas Program 10:30 am 
(sanctuary) 

16th – Early Release 11am 

19th-Jan.2nd- Christmas Break!! 

 

 

 

 

3rd- MLK Holiday                              

27th- Dads & Donuts (skeete hall) 

27th- Family Enrollment 

Hello St. Luke family, we are busy, busy 
this time of the year but having so much 
fun! We would love to have any church 
members come and see the preschool 
kiddos in action at one of their Christmas 
programs so please feel free to join us!  

Thank you to those who came out to our 
Veterans Program, we sure hope you en-
joyed it! 
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Mission / Outreach 

PROJECT DIGNIDAD  NEEDS: 
  

Canned Meat • Canned Vegetables  

Canned Fruit • Canned Soups  

Spaghetti Sauce • Peanut Butter • Vermicelli 
Pasta • Oatmeal • Pinto Beans • Rice  

Please drop your items in the box in the Narthex. 

Would you like  
to help serve  

a warm meal??   
 

 

We need you on any one of the  

following days: 

Monday, Nov 21 @9:30 am 

Monday, Dec 19 @9:30 am 

Monday, Jan 16 @9:30 am 
 

Call Cathy Talley for more information  
@ 944-7787 

 

St. Luke Soupers could use your help  
preparing the casseroles that are served  

at the Soup Kitchen. 
They meet on the Sunday preceding  
the serving date above at 2:45 in the  

Fellowship Hall Kitchen.  

Sabre Abbott 

Hensley Bannert 

Clem Camerillo 

Jen Christiansen 

Annabelle Crowson 

Precilla Davis 

Gavin Edson 

Richard Fernandez 

Mallory Fisher 

Rosanne Girton 

John Graham 

John Groth 

Geri Gatlin 

Ed & Bobbie Jo 

Halfast 

Robert Hinshaw 

Jackson Irving 

Mark Kohutek 

Rowena Nickson 

James & Jackie -

Oates 

Sherri Phillips 

Mack Porter 

Rose Rios 

Steve Rives 

Roy Salas 

Mark Smith 

Ronnie Turner 

Sherri Walker 

David Wilkerson 

Judy Wilkerson 

Steve Whyculsky 

Charlotte 

Eloise 

Christy Barrage's 

Parents 

Wesley Soup  

Kitchen 

RAIN 

Iran 

China 

Prayer Concerns  

 

Service Opportunities & Outreach Needs 

We are collecting plastic bags 

for  the Wesley Soup Kitchen. 

They package the meals they 

distribute in them. You can 

drop them off in the Narthex 

or Church office. Please make 

sure they are clean and not 

ripped. Thank You!! 
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December Birthdays  

 

Finance Information 

 

 

Important Dates  

12/1   Koleta Disch 
        Eryn Pitcock 
12/2   Jason Callahan 
       Janelle Slough 
12/4   Dolores Land 
        Stephanie Thomas 
12/9   Linda Shoemaker 
12/11   Ramsey Rogers 
12/13  Heather Horton 
       Jennifer Schroeder 
12/15   Pete Grace 
12/16  Ed Horton 
      Judd Pitcock 
12/17 Steven Cogdell 
      Andrew TerHaar 
12/18 Paul Schroeder 
12/19 Christine Buckstead 
12/20 Carol Nichols 
12/22 Carrie Ball 
     Cyndah Lacy 
     Terry Thomas 
12/24  Winford Gore 
       Susan Morris 
12/25  Elyce Burrage 
       Ed Thurston 
12/27 Bill Feathers 
12/29 Teresa Ream 
     Robert Thorne 
12/30 Breanne Fischer 

12/22-30—Church Office 

Closed for Holiday  

 

1/16—Church Office Closed 

for Holiday 

 

Please Refer to Pastor Jim’s 

Article (Page 2) for other im-

portant dates 

 

 

INCOME: 

Pledged Giving                       202,522.29 

Unpledged Giving                       52,511.73 

Miscellaneous Giving                    31,764.29 

Total Income                      286,798.31 

  

EXPENSES: 

Administrative Expenses               7,067.14 

Building and Grounds                104,138.66 

Staff Salaries & Compensation   148,045.32 

Programs                                       5,606.86 

Apportionments, Outreach, etc.    16,035.72 

Total Expenses                      280,893.70 

             

 

1/1  Carol Carpenter 
1/2  Madison Huedepohl 
1/3   Patti Zabecki 
1/4   Carol Watkins 
1/5    Matthew Self 
1/6   Kanon Weatherford 
1/7    Hudson Russwurm 
1/8    Scott Melton 
1/9   Terry Harris 
1/10   Don McCollum 
1/11  Steve Robles 
     Ricky Wright 
1/14  Fred McShan 
1/17  Tiffany Bradshaw 
     Aaron Roper 
1/18  Patrick  Shannon 
1/19  Jacob Wardlaw 
     Jane Wardlaw 
1/20  Dave Tarver 
1/22  David DeLosSantos 
      Susan McKnight 
     Dallas Robles 
1/23  Stephen  Anderson 
1/24  Elizabeth Downs 
1/25  Kristin Capps 
1/27  Sonny Barton 
     Marilyn Grant 
1/29  Tim Burrage 
     MJ Freeman 
     Kevin Roberts 
1/30  Sydney TerHaar 
1/31  Jannett Miers 

January Birthdays 
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St. Luke United Methodist Church 
2781 West Avenue N 
San Angelo, Texas  76904 

 

Senior Pastor, Jim Noble 
 

Office Manager, Lauryn Pitcock 
 

Youth Ministries, John Groth 
 

Chancel Choir Director, David Engleman 
 

Accompanist, Kathy Ward 
 

Nursery Director, Katina Emert 
 

CCDC Director, Michelle Lopez 
 

 
 

Church Office 325.949.1545 
Website: www.stluke-sanangelo.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Information for the upcoming newsletter 
is due in the church office  

By January 25th  

Church Staff 

Church Office Information 

Newsletter Information 


